RICHMOND DravA AWaRDS
- More deadly than the male

-
TTEN in the mid-
Sixties, The Odd
Couple  were two
heterosexual men. It
wasn’t till 20 years later
that Neil Simon wrote a
female version of his play,
staged by Teddington
Theatre Club at the Vera
Fletcher Hall last week.

This product of the
humorous and prolific
American dramatist bears
all the hallmarks of his
work, pointing up with
wickedly witty accuracy,
the stresses and strains of
New York apartment lives.

To my mind, director
Sally Greaves managed,
with the help of a talented
cast in her extremely well-
choreographed production,
to make the female version
of the play even funnier
than the original.

English actors
sometimes have problems
with American accents and
Simon’s quickfire one-
liners, but this company hit
their comedy targets with
precision,

When terminally
disorganised Olive offers
sanctuary in her chaotically
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untidy  apartment to
Florence after her marriage

breakdown, the
consequences are
disastrous.

Not only is Florence a
dedicated hypochondriac,
she is also fanatically
addicted to aerosol-sprayed
cleanliness. Claire Terry in
the role gave a definitive
account of a woman
neurotically driven to
provide nourishing meals,
spotless surfaces, and
constant nagging,

She even manages to
ruin Olive’s once sloppily
free and easy nights of
Trivial Pursuits with the
girls as she wields the air
freshener, and puts a
dampener on Olive’s hopes
of romance at a dinner

arty,
She and Cathy Early’s
Olive are sharply funny as
they play out their domestic
warfare with impeccable
comic timing. Their scene

with the Spanish brothers,

given marvellously funny

performances by Peter
Steadman and Ian Thomas,
was hilarious.

Unusually for Neil
Simon’s characters, you can
imagine a life for them
beyond the play. When
Florence is finally thrown
out by Olive and seeks

refuge with the Spanish
brothers in the upstairs
apartment, you feel
hostilities are about to
commence as Jesus, the neat
and tidy one, battles for
possession of the Hoover
with the obsessive Florence.

Jenny Scott

I1EDDINGTON THEATRE CLuB

- Opening the season

TEDDINGTON Theatre
Club whose members
look forward to being
established in their new
theatre in Hampton Hil] by

| the end of this New Year,
' opens its programme for

1998 with a fun production
of Neil Simon’s much-
loved play The Odd Couple
- not the original version
but the female counterpart.
In this alternative
version of the play, Olive
Madison, played by the
effervescent Cath Early,
who like her male opposite
number in the more usual
version, is divorced and
living in cheerful chaos in
her New York appartment.
At her invitation, the
suicidal Florence Unger, in
this production played by an
equally versatile TTC
actress Claire Lee, is newly

~Separated from her husband.

She moves in with Olive
and is soon finding comfort
in cooking, cleaning and
fussing, reducing her new
bartner to a nervous wreck.
Appropriately,  this

essentially, female-
orientated play is being
directed by a new TTC
director, Sally Graves.

Performances are from
Tuesday January 27th to
Saturday January 31st at
7.45pm in TTC’s temporary
home at The Vera Fletcher
Hall in Embercourt Road in
Thames Ditton,

Tickets at £6 each may
be ordered from the box
office, Mrs Linda Brignall,
5 Howard Close, Hampton
TWI12 2UB (979 9499) or
on the door.

Meanwhile it g
anticipated that work to
finish and fit out the Club’s
new  Hampton  Hjl|
Playhouse will begin in
January and be completed
by the end of September.
The new plans for the
auditorium gives increased
seating capacity and Seats
may be Named in return for
a donation of £500. Please
contact Eric Yardley, 17
The Wilderness, Park Road,
Hampton Hill, TW12 1HS.
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