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Teddington open with
‘a play of the occull

e

OWING to the clashing of
dates with the Thames
Valley Theatre Guild’s duo-
logue competition, I had to
be content with Teddingion
Theatre Club’s Saturday
matinée of ‘Trespass’ at
York House. The audience
consisted almost entirely of
old-age pensioners. They are
not the most critical of audi-
ences, but they obviously

| enjoyed this weird play of

the occult by Emlyn Wil-
liams.

amateur theatre

Set—except for the open-
ing scene—in a castle in
Wales, it tells how a
medium, brought in to

| establish contact with a de-

ceased orchestra conductor
and composer, is a fake and
vet possesses strange
powers. It is slow to develop,
and it is not easy to retain
interest in all the characters.

In the circumstances I
thought Iris Mansfield did
an excellent job with the

/| production. The characters
| were certainly well con-
1| trasted and the spooky atmo-
‘| sphere was effectively kept

up.
Handel Evans has im-

/| proved greatly since I first
/| saw him act. Saviello, the

medium, who turns out to

{be a Cardiff shop-keeper,

wags the biggest part he has

‘| yet played. The character’s

dramatic change when he
throws off the mask and ad-
mits his true identity, was
well brought off. He also
suggested the underlying

; strangeEess of the character.

o

MARY SUMPTON, who t00
rarely acts these days,
was excellent as the vulgar

Mrs. Amos who manages the

deception, and Beryl Bar-
ber won our sympathy as
Christine, the widow who
had hoped to establish com-

munication with her late.

husband through the
medium.

Anthony E v a gave a
strong portrayal of t he
psychic expert, and Chloe
Crabbe was the grand-
mother, a trifle young-look-
ing for the part.

David Evans did what was
expected of him as Bill, the
young ex-POW librarian,
although he had no chance

{ to distinguish himself. Ber-
‘| nice Warren, playing her

first lead, was not entirely
at ease as Gwan, Christine’s
daughter. She mnever con-
vinced me that she really
cared for Bill.

- Cliff Broad was a model
of rectitude in his short
scene as the undertaker, and
Telicity Horlock made an
attractive debut as t he
maid.

The castle set of Brian
Dawes was most effective,
and the sound effects in the
opening scene outside the
holiday camp, where Bill
and Gwan meet, were most

skilfully managed by Pamela

Poland.



