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One of the moving scenes from ‘Wit’ presented by TTC

Various stages of an
academic life

Richmond Drama
Awards
Joy Manners

" LAST week Wit a highly

complex play, received sensitive
interpretation from a gifted cast
at its performance by
Teddington Theatre Club at the
Hampton Hill Playhouse.

Written in 1993 by an .

American writer, Margaret
Edson, it tells of a university
professor of 17th century
poetry, specialising in the Holy
Sonnets of John Donne, who
finds she has advanced ovarian
cancer.

The only treatment available

is extremely severe and the play
tells of the way she copes with
it. She has always had a strict,
uncompromising attitude to her
subject and students and it is
ironic that Jason Posner, the
young research fellow assigned
to her case, is a former student
of hers. He shows a similarly
uncompromising attitude in his
desire to exploit the opportunity
her case presents to further his
research and he makes little
attempt to consider her as an
intensely suffering human
being.
- The climax of the play arises
when she stops breathing and he
calls an emergency team to
attempt to resuscitate her,
despite her previously expressed
wishes to the contrary and the
orders of his superior.

Tina Graham gave an
intelligent performance in the
role of Vivian Bearing which
demanded her presence on
stage throughout the play.
Professor Bearing is a woman of
50 but during flashbacks she is

portrayed in turn as a child of
five and an eager student of 22.
Her characterisation of the self-
confident academic engaged the
mind but not always the
emotional sympathy which her
suffering should have evoked.

Paul Grimwood coped
admirably with the demanding
role of the young researcher so
obsessed with his subject that he
saw the suffering woman who
had been his professor solely as
a vehicle for his research.

Julie Connery charmed with
a fresh, sympathetic portrayal of
the warm-hearted nurse, Susie.
One touching moment was
when the lonely, but still
fiercely self-confident professor
and her nurse shared a Iollipop
in the small hours of the
morning.

There were fine cameo
performances from David
Crawley as Harvey Kelekian
and Val Wilding as EM
Ashford, Vivian’s 80-year-old
ex-tutor. In a memorably
moving scene EM, who is
Vivian’s only visitor, reads to
her a children’s story she has
bought for her grandson.

The set consisted of a raised
platform on which the various
items of office or hospital
furniture were wheeled around.
Chairs were ranged at each side
of the stage at the lower level.
On these sat members of the
cast waiting their turn on stage.
Their movements caused some
distraction to the audience but
one could understand the
problems of the director in
coping with the many exits and
entrances involved in the play.

Many thanks and
congratulations to Director John
Kipps and his team for their
enterprise and commitment in
bringing an extraordinary play
to an appreciative audience.




