AmPHITRYONS 3¢

I HAVE known Eileen John-
L ston for some years and
she has always given a dis-
tinetive touch to whatever
role she has played. Now
she seems to be at the top
of her form. She has a way
of tossing off lines that give
added value to the author’s
wit.

Her Alkmena in Jean
Giraudoux’s
38” for Teddington Theatre
Club at York House was a
sheer *delight. This - witty
treatment of. the Greek myth
about Jupiter’s . lecherous
visits to earth and his seduec-
‘tion of Alkmena is not an
‘easy subject for amateurs,
but Mrs. Johnston made it a
rewarding and amusing ex-
perience.

Most of the play consists of
duologues, more than two
players rarely being on the
stage at the same time. This
almost  inevitably = tends
towards tediousness and it
was so until Eileen Johnston
made her entry.
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THE casting, however, was

liam Kindley and Anthony
Hill have a close enough
resemblance to make
plausible Alkmena’s confu-
sion between Jupiter and
her beloved husband, Amphi-
tryon. Both had dignity
and the former was a good
match for Alkmena in their
verbal fencing.

sprightly Mercury, who acts
as Jupiter’s aide-de-camp.
Indeed, after Eileen John-
ston his was the most
enjoyable performance.

Robin Hope-Johnston and
Graham Sawyer made the
most of the scenes between
Sosie, Amphitryon’s servant,
and the trumpeter and Rose-
mary Williamson, a new-
comer, was a beautiful Leda,
Queen of Sparta.

Ann Hazell had fun off
stage with Echo’s responses
to Alkmena and John Crow-
ther, Mary Kemp and Patri-
' cia Buckland had other small
parts.

Handel Evans must be
congratulated on having- so
sueeessfully handled a diffi-
cult subjeet for his first
produection. Barbara Turner
most ably co-operated with
him in devising the settings
and they were helped by the
lighting and sound effects of
 Richard Penn and Philip
1 Inglis. -
~ The one disappointment to
. me was the small size of the
audience the night I was
there (Friday), Were people

misled. by the title into
thinking the play was a
Greek tragedy? It is true

it lacks the sparkle of “The
‘Rape of the Belt,” but it was
fun and deserved a much
 bigger measure of success
Vthan it received.

: e B e

“Amphitryon

generally excellent. Wil--

Anthony Eva was a
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H GREEK MYTH

William Kindley as Jupiter and Eileen Johnston as Alkmena, attended by Alkmena’s
servants, Kleantha (Patricia Buckland) and Nenetza (Mary Kemp).

THE DELIGHTFUL Greek
comedy by Jean Gira-
doux, “Amphitryon 38"
which Teddington Theatre
Club is giving at York House
from November 12th to 14th,
was first produced on Broad-
way with Alfred Lunt and
Lynne Fontanne in the leads.
Translated and adapted by
S. M. Behrman, it is based
on the famous story of one

© of Jupiter's celebrated
i exploits.

Rileen Johnston will be

" seen as Alkmena, wife to

-

' turns, after an absence of

. vant,

Amphitryon, and William
Kindley is playing Jupiter.
Anthony Eva is making. his
59th appearance for the club.
as Mercury and the other
Anthony, surname Hill, re-

over a year, as Amphitryon.
Sosie, Amphitryon’s ser-
is being played by

. Robin Hope-Johnston and

Leda, the glamorous Queen
of Sparta, by Rosemary
Williamson, a new member.
Others in the cast are Jim
Crowther as the Warrlor,
Grahdm Sawyer as the
Trumpeter, and Patricia
Buckland and Mary Kemp as
Alkmena’s maids. Ann
Hazell will be heard as the
Echo.

It will be the first play to
be directed by Handel Evans,
who has played many parts

for the *club. - ""“‘;1&‘ m\\"




